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ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY. 


Vol. LIV. May ii, 1894. 


No. 7 


Captain W, de W. Abney, C.B., R.E., D.C.L., F.R.S., President, 

in the Chair. 

Rev. Samuel Robert Browne, M.A., LL.D., Bristol Grammar 
School, and Camelot, St. John’s Road, Clifton, Bristol; 

Rev. F. J. Eld, M.A., Whiteladies, Worcester ; 

Henry Owen, F.R.G.S., F.R.Met.Soc., Royal Thames Yacht 
Club, 7 Albemarle Street, W. ; . 

George C. Pulsford, Royal Hospital School, Greenwich, S.E. ; 

W. Rickmer Rickmers, Schwarzspanierstrasse 18, Vienna ; 
and 

William Stewart Stewart, Levem House, Barrhead, Scot¬ 
land, 

Were balloted for and duly elected Fellows of the Society. 

The following candidates Were proposed as Fellows of the 
Society, the names of the proposers from personal knowledge 
being appended :— 

Major Archibald Drummond, Scots Guards, Guards’ Club, 
Pall Mall, S.W. (proposed by the Earl of Crawford) ; 

S. Maitland Baird Gemmill, care of W. L. Wilson, 254 St. 
George’s Road, Glasgow (proposed by Lord Kelvin); and 

Samuel A. Saunder, M.A., Mathematical Master at Welling¬ 
ton College, Berks (proposed by H. F. Newall). 
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404 Report of the Joint liv. 7, 

The following were proposed by the Council as Associates of 
the Society :— 

Albert A. Michelson, University of Chicago, U.S.A. ; 

H. Poincare, Paris. 


Seventy-six presents were announced as having been received 
since the last meeting, including amongst others a series of 
lantern slides from photographs taken at Sydney Observatory, 
presented by H. C, Russell. 


Report of the Joint Solar Eclipse Committee of the Royal Society , 
the Royal Astronomical Society , and the Solar Physics Com¬ 
mittee , for the observation of the Solar Eclipse of 1893 
April 16. 

(Communicated by Dr. A. A . Common , Secretary of the Committee .) 

The Committee has done the work which it was constituted 
to do, and now submits the following Report to the above- 
mentioned Societies :— 

This Committee was formed early in 1892 by the addition to 
the already constituted Committee of the Royal Astronomical 
Society of eighteen members nominated by the Royal Society 
and of eight members nominated by the Solar Physics Com¬ 
mittee. Some of the members thus nominated were already 
members of the old Committee. The original number of the 
Joint Committee was thirty-two. One new member has been 
added. 

The Committee has to regret the death of two of its members— 
the Rev. Professor Pritchard, F.R.S., and Mr. H. T. Blandford, 
F.R.S. 

The first meeting of the Committee was held on 1892 
May 27, followed by three others on June 17, November 23, and 
1893 January 25. At these meetings the work to be undertaken 
was determined upon and the observers selected; and although 
a careful estimation of the cost of sending two expeditions (one 
to Africa and one to Brazil) showed that the amount of money 
applied for from the Government Grant Fund of the Royal 
Society was not quite enough, the great advantage that would be 
gained by two such expeditions so widely separated quite 
warranted the Committee in sending them. 

It was therefore decided to send one expedition to West 
Africa, under the charge of Dr. Thorpe, and another to Para 
Curu, in Northern Brazil, under the charge of Mr. A. Taylor, 
and that the work done at each station should be of the same 
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